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Located an hour outside of St.
John’s, Harbour Grace is a
beautiful waterfront community
steeped in over 500 years of
history. With its unique aviation
legacy, heritage district, and
cultural landmarks, Harbour
Grace is one of Newfoundland’s
must-see tourist destinations,
with excellent potential for
future growth. Today, the town’s
industrial and mercantile history
lives on through its advanced
boat building and fabrication
businesses. Recreation and
sports play an important part in
our community, too, with several
famous Newfoundland athletes
calling Harbour Grace home.
Our new Danny Cleary Harbour
Grace Community Centre offers
hockey and recreational
programming, a fitness centre,
and a multipurpose community
space. Additionally, Harbour
Grace has several trails,
greenspaces, community
gardens, soccer pitches, marinas,
baseball fields, lakes, and parks
for residents and visitors alike.

Welcome to Harbour Grace.

Let yourself in.
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Our Town

Incorporation Date: 1945

Land Mass: 33.71 km2 (13.02 sq mi)
Elevation: 16 m (52 ft)

Time Zone: Newfoundland Time (UTC-3:30)
Population: Approx. 2900

Latitude: 47.695114; Longitude: -53.211639

GPS Coordinates : 47° 41' 42.4104" N53° 12' 41.9004" W

Government Type: Municipal (Mayor & Town Council)

Infrastructure

Location

Harbour Grace is located in Conception Bay, on the Avalon Peninsula of
Newfoundland, Canada. Strategically chosen by early settlers because of its large, safe
bay and geographic advantages, Harbour Grace still boasts great locational benefits.
Nestled right on Route 70 of the Conception Bay Highway, off the Trans-Canada
Highway, we are a little over an hour drive from the capital city, St. John's, making us a
great destination for tourists and day trippers.

Services

People who settle in a community want to know they have basic services and
facilities at their fingertips. We pride ourselves on being excellent providers with the
following services and amenities:

o Police station o Recreation complexes
° Fire station ° Provincial Government service
. Eastern Health facilities offices
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° Educational facilities: . Post office
St. Francis School (K-9);

. Gas stations
Discovery Centre (ABE)
. Funeral home
o Community Youth Network:
. Churches

SPLASH Center
. Hotel and B&Bs

. Fitness programing
. Addictions rehabilitation and * Public library
wellness center . Museums
. Garbage and curbside recycling . Social events and festivals;
. Pharmacy Annual Regatta
. Community clubs
Recreation

Harbour Grace has long been a recreation hub, with the facilities to train
professional athletes and host the Newfoundland & Labrador Summer Games on several
occasions, most recently in 2012. We’ve groomed Olympians, NHL champions, and
many young athletes at our ice-skating rink, tennis courts, soccer and multipurpose field.
Our dedication to the sport and wellness has led to a multimillion-dollar stadium and
fitness which opened its doors in 2016, and our ongoing plans to revitalize Moriarty Park,
the former baseball field on Crosbhie Rd Extension.

The second-oldest continuous sporting event in North America, the Harbour
Grace Regatta, began in 1859, when two prominent men in the community challenged
each other to a small boat race in the harbour. The following year, St. John's announced it
would be holding a Regatta, and Harbour Grace decided to follow suit, continuing the
boat races on Lady Lake. Since the 1860s we have continued to hold the Regatta and
grow the event more each year. During the last weekend of July, patrons take in the races
and enjoy a game of chance, local food, and craft booths at Lady Lake.

This town has been the home of many exciting endeavors, including the
transatlantic air race in 1919 and the construction of an airstrip in 1927—the first in
Newfoundland—which hosted Amelia Earhart and many others for their transatlantic
flight attempts. The first airport in Newfoundland was established here and remains in
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use today, with the International Identifier CHG2. Recreational fliers (namely the group
COPA Flight 97) and other small aircraft (helicopters, etc.) still utilize our historic
airfield.

Service and recreation clubs are an integral part of town life, enriching the fabric
of the community through involvement and inclusion. Many of the service clubs have
been around for over 100 years: the Masonic Lodge, Women’s Institute, Knights of
Columbus, and Orange Lodge are only a few. There is a community group for everyone,
from all ages and interests.

Facilities

The Admiral’s Marina is located on the southside of Harbour Grace. The Harbour
Authority of Harbour Grace is home to 150 vessels, both fishing and pleasure, on a year-
round basis. This natural “harbour within a harbour” was designed to complement its
surroundings, with a seawall following the natural shoreline. Sheltered by built and
natural infrastructure is an 1800-foot wharf for docking boats. Other structures are also
built within the marina walls: a multiuse building for rentals and civic functions, retail
space, fire pits for use by pleasure craft guests, and all basic amenities required for
docking recreational and commercial vessels. The Marina is designed to highlight our
history of piracy and the fishery.

Business

Harbour Grace is a place to grow and it is a place to build businesses. We are
dedicated to helping entrepreneurs set up a solid foundation in our town. We have a wide
range of industries, including industrial, retail, services, professional, and craftsmanship.
In the past, people have decided to invest here because of the location and the resources
available to them. Today we are fortunate enough to still reap the benefits. Our location—
only an hour from St. John’s—allows easy access for people coming in and for shipping
of goods out. Municipal and strategic planning are opening new opportunities on the
waterfront for industrial work and on Jamie’s Way for retail and services, while the
downtown core is about to see a renaissance.
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Waterfront Industrial Park

The Harbour Grace bay has several unique features that sets it apart from others in
the area: Point of Beach, The Bar, and the deep wide core. The Point of Beach is a large,
level outcropping of land about halfway in the sheltered harbour. It has long been a site of
boat building and merchant services, since the land has a narrow, natural shoal for
wharves before dropping off to deeper water. The land mass is currently home to marine
manufacturing and industrial work.

Jamie’s Way Commercial Area

The cornerstone of this new commercial area is a multimillion-dollar recreational
facility with an arena, indoor track, and gym. Opened in September 2016, the facility laid
the infrastructure for an expanding commercial zone. Businesses are encouraged to build
here with generous land and tax incentives. We are here to partner with business. We
believe that growth and expansion require partnerships, and our incentives allow business
a chance to recoup costs in the early stages.

Building on Success

We are building on these great business areas already in development within the town:

e  Adult Education e  Craftsman home businesses
e  Appraisal services (residential e  Custom cabinet
and commercial) manufacturing
e Artframing e Denture clinic
e Auto dealership e Electrical contractors
e Bed and breakfasts e Farms
e Boat building and repair e  Funeral home
e Cable services e  Furniture and appliances
e Catering services e (Gas stations
e Convenience stores e  General contractors
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e  Gift shops

e Heavy equipment service
e Home heating services

e Home plan designs

e Homecare services

e Hotel

e Ice Skate Sharpening

e Landscaping

e Lounge and night life

e Marine cold storage

e Marina (recreational and
commercial)

Tourism & Heritage

Pet grooming
Pharmacy
Plumbing services
Printing services
Realty services
Restaurants

Roof truss and floor joist
Manufacturing

Salon and spas

Specialty craft and home décor
store

Not all communities are fortunate enough to have much of their built heritage
remaining. However, Harbour Grace has a rich variety of both tangible and intangible
cultural assets, making us a unique stop for visitors and an exceptional place to live.
Architecture remains from the early nineteenth century and is inter-dispersed in our
downtown core, creating a unique sense of place. We have a designated registered
heritage area, in which there residential, commercial, and community spaces. The stone-
and-brick customs house, for example, is repurposed as a regional museum, and several
of the merchant homes have been transformed into bed and breakfasts. It is this kind of
work that is taking place in the downtown to revive and invigorate this strategic location.
Recently the Town was awarded the Southcott Award (2019) in the Heritage Restoration
category for its efforts to restore the old Harbour Grace Railway Station, considered the
oldest station still standing in Newfoundland. Working with private developers, nonprofit
community groups, and dedicated volunteers, we are creating new and exciting

possibilities for our historic places.

Notably, Harbour Grace has some of the oldest stone buildings in Newfoundland,
two of which are in the downtown core and undergoing an elaborate revitalization
scheme. Craig Flynn and Brenda O’Reilly, of Yellowbelly Brewery and O’Reilly’s Pub in
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St. John’s, have purchased the former Roman Catholic Immaculate Conception Cathedral
Catholic Cathedral and old courthouse. The two are planning a hotel, conference space,
brewery, distillery, and speakeasy in these two properties.

The natural landscape is filled with walking, biking, and hiking trails, which lend
themselves to some spectacular views of our coastline and forests. In Bear’s Cove, in the
town’s east end, the popular Pirate’s Path Trail, a 4.5 km linear trail to neighbouring
Bristol’s Hope, offers some stunning vistas of Conception Bay, the Harbour Grace
Islands, and Carbonear Island.

Sustainable Community

Sustainability matters. Harbour Grace has taken a forward-thinking approach to
creating a sustainable and green environment for its residents. Sustainability is woven
into the fabric of its Municipal Plan and the development regulations that govern it.
The Town engages sustainability in multiple ways by:

e Contributing to the regional problem-solving process by participating in
Mariner Resource Opportunities Network (M-RON) and in the Conception Bay
North Joint Council and other regional governance and funding initiatives,
including a regional waste management system under the Greater Avalon
Waste Management Committee;

e Prudently managing its finances by systematically reducing its deficit and debt
load,;

e Targeting expenditures in areas most likely to improve community health and
well-being while attracting new development;

e Systematic investment in basic services and recreational facilities;

e Protecting and developing trails for recreational use and healthier lifestyles;

e Being proactive in expanding economic development strategies that retain
existing industries, enable them to expand, and bring in new developments,
including housing, thereby reducing distances to work (and thus greenhouse
gases);

e Preserving the built heritage and facilitating the adaptive reuse of existing
structures, which sustains the cultural fabric of the community and reduces
landfill waste, as well adding to the overall appeal of the town and its quality
of life;

e Protecting significant waterways and wetlands, and taking measures to control
development in coastal areas, particularly those vulnerable to storm events, and
reducing threats to biodiversity; and

e Adopting and implementing an Integrated Community Sustainability Plan.
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Future Development

Through thoughtful planning for the future, Harbour Grace is expanding and
reasserting itself as one of Newfoundland’s most interesting rural communities. Large
projects such as the Immaculate Conception Cathedral and courthouse redevelopment and
Jamie’s Way that focus on service, commercial expansion, and cultural promotion are at
the core of our revitalisation. But they are not the only things contributing to our revival:
affordable housing, cultural retention, sustainable practices, green spaces, and community
inclusion all make Harbour Grace a community with which to grow.
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